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additions. It was the news of these measures which led
Bonaparte to show his hand: he summoned the English
ambassador, Lord Whitworth, to the Tuileries, and, in the
presence of a large assembly, delivered an angry harangue at
him. He accused the English cabinet of violating the Treaty
of Amiens with deliberate treachery, cried that they should
have war if they wanted it, " but if they are the first to draw
the sword, I shall be the last to put it back into the scabbard.
Woe to those who violate treaties; they shall answer for the
consequences to all Europe" (March 13, 1803),

After such a scene the Addington cabinet felt that war was
inevitable; they began hurriedly to refit our dismantled fleet,
and   to   re-embody   our  disbanded   battalions. Eng-ian(j
Bonaparte, on   the   other hand, began to move declares
troops from inland France towards the shores of war*
the Channel, and set naval preparations afoot in all his ports,
especially in the new arsenal of Antwerp.    Some negotiations,
half-hearted on both sides, dragged on for nearly two months
more; but when the First Consul insisted that we should not
otily recognize the legality of his doings in Italy and Switzer-
land, but also at once evacuate Malta, it was obvious that there
could be  no yielding.      On the   i2th  of  May, 1803, our
ambassador left Paris, and the declaration of war on France
promptly followed.

It is probable that at first Bonaparte had merely intended to
bully and hector the British Government into condoning his
annexations in Italy, and had assumed his aggres- sejzure Of
hive airs in the full confidence that Addington and English
his cabinet would give way.    When they refused   rave ers"
to yield an inch, and met his menaces with a declaration of
war, he showed all the irritation of a man deceived in his ex-
pectations.    His first act was a sign of uncontrollable vexation,
and not the least among his numerous violations of international
law.   He seized all the English tourists and travellers who
were passing trjrough France for pleasure or business, and put